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LISTEN TO ME, VATTERN/ LOWER THE 
YOU STAY WITH THE CHEST SAIL! HURRY 
UNTIL WE'RE OUT OF THIS uP! 

\ STORM! UNDERSTOOD? 


We’RE 
TAKING ON 
WATER! WE'RE 
SINKING! 


cove! 
HURRY! 


THIS IS MAONESS! EVEN 3 a IN THIS STORM, WITH THE 

IF WE MANAGE TO AVOID >A, 7 CHEST, NO ONE WILL BE 

THE ICE, WE'LL SUST BE vo ABLE TO SWIM. IF WE MUST gr 
er. “a, 
bh, 


SINK, LET IT BE CLOSER 


SMASHED AGAINST THE 
A TO SHORE AT LEAST. 


ROCKS INSTEAD! 


CHECK THAT THE CHEST IS 
SECURELY TIED ANO LET'S 
TRY TO GET AS CLOSE TO THE 
CLIFF AS POSSIBLE. YOU 
KNOW WE'LL HAVE TO af 


THERE! 
| THE CLIFF 
LOOKS MORE 
\ ACCESSIBLE! f 


= 


LOOK! ARRRGHHH 
THERE’S LIGHT sal ( . ’ gs o» OLUP ... 
UP THERE! j or : ) Us WD - te RRRRH ... J 


WH ... WHAT IN J LOON'T KNOW, J 
NIFLHEIM WAS BUT WE'LL HAVE ¢ 
? DXTO FINO OUT. ak 


IN EXCHANGE FOR MY FATHER 
| THORGAU'S LIFE, | DIO WHAT YOU 
) ASKED ME TO, MANTHOR. YOUR 
MOTHER IS RETURNING TO ASGARD 
y > ANO HER ETERNAL LIFE ..* 


*SEE VOLUMES 22 AND 23. 


IT'S TIME 


TO GO, VILNYA. 


NOW I WANT MY FREEDOM 
BACK, TO FULFIL THE 
EXCEPTIONAL DESTINY 
YOU PROMISED ME — 
YOU PROMISED US! 


“7 YOU OEMANO YOUR FREEDOM?! \il 
| SEE YOU HAVE BECOME MORE 
ASSERTIVE, SOLAN ... 


TELL ME, HSRAK ... YOU GAVE 
THE ANSWER | EXPECTED 
WHEN I ASKED YOU, ‘IF YOU 
LIED, WHICH DOOR WOULD 
YOU POINT TO?’ ... BUT | STILL 
DON'T KNOW WHETHER YOU 
WERE THE LIAR OR THE ONE 
TELLING THE TRUTH. YOU 
i CAN TELL ME NOW... 


COME CLOSER, AND DISCOVER 

ONE OF THE INCREDIBLE POW- 
ERS OF RED MAGIC. LOOK, 
ANO LISTEN ... 


ai. 


YOU HAVE ALL PROVEN YOUR 
COURAGE, ANO YOU ALL DESERVE 
TO HAVE AN EXCEPTIONAL FATE. 


, 


GREAT CHANGES ARE COMING 
FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTH. THEIR 
RAIOS FOR PLUNDER ANDO SLAVES AND 
THEIR GODS, AS NUMEROUS AS THEY 

ARE WARLIKE, HAVE ORAWN THE IRE 
OF THEIR FORMER VICTIMS. 


| iy 4 
THE WARRIORS OF 
THE WARM LANOS HAVE 
GATHEREO UNDER THE 


BANNER OF THEIR 
EMPEROR M 


~ THOSE SOLDIERS, HELPED 

BY THEIR ONE GOD, ARE IN 

THE PROCESS OF DEFEATING 
THE VIKINGS. 


THEY ONLY HAVE 
ONE GOO?! 


THAT GOO MAY HAVE ‘ a 
BEEN LUCKY SO FAR, 

BUT OUR GODS WILL 

MAKE SHORTWORK = @ 
OF HIM ONCE THEY— 


x 


WHAT CAN HE 
00 AGAINST ALL THE 
DEITIES OF ASGARO?P, 


Dia] WHAT'S THIS? PROUD, BRAVE YERIRT THAT'S SUST THE THING, XIA. | WENT 


— IS ALSO THE ONLY ONE NOT UNDERESTIMATE THE BENEFIT 
FILLED WITH DOUBT?, Ge OF HAVING A SINGLE GOD. 


Ano “a 

YOU'RE 
BRIGHT NOT 
TO. 


ARLAC?! OUR BRAGGART-IN- 
CHIEF WIMPING OUT LIKE A 
TWO-DAY-OLD CHICKEN. I— 


J LETHIM SPEAK, ~ 
INGVILD. EVERYONE 
HAS A RIGHT TO. 


ie z A SINGLE, GOOD, 
LANDS. MY FATHER, TOO — LIKE | MERCIFUL GOD?! DOESN'T 


Dy ALL EMPEROR MAGNUS’S LORDS ¢ THAT MAKE HIM A LITTLE 
i — BELIEVES IN THAT ONE GOD WEAK? 
THEY CALL YAHVUS. THEY'RE ALL 
B) WILLING TO DIE FOR HIM, BECAUSE 
HE IS ... GOOD AND MERCIFUL. 


I ON THE CON- 
\ TRARY, ORAYE. 
LOOK... , 


A PEOPLE THAT CHOOSE THE HILT 
OF THEIR SWORDS AS A SIGN OF 
RESPECT TOWARDS THEIR GOO ARE 
NOT A WEAK PEOPLE. IT MEANS NO 
GOODNESS OR MERCY TO THE 
UNBELIEVERS. BELIEVE ME, THE 


PEOPLE OF THE NORTH 
IN GRAVE DANGER. 


YOU KNOW BY NOW THATI CHOSE YOU THANKS TO THE SECRETS 
BECAUSE OF YOUR SPECIAL GIFTS, SO \_auam OF RED MAGIC, | WILL TEACH ¢ 
THAT ONE OF YOU COULD GO ANDO INTER- Si YOU TO MASTERYOUR 4 
CEDE WITH ODIN ON MY MOTHER'S =f 4 GIFTS. 
BEHALF* YOU FULFILLED MY EXPEC- 
TATIONS, ANO I WILL NOW 00 THE 

SAME WITH YOURS. 


ARMED WITH YOUR POWERS, YOUR 
COURAGE, ANO YOUR ALLEGIANCE 
TO SOLAN, YOU SHALL ACCOMPLISH 

SOMETHING EXCEPTIONAL! 


YOU MUST ORIVE THE 
INVADER AWAY AND PROTECT 


THE MEN ANO BELIEFS OF 
THE NORTHERN LANOS! 


FOR IT |S ONLY BY PRESERVING THE 
BELIEFS OF THE NORTHMEN THAT THEIR 
GOOS OF ASGARD SHALL BE SAVED! 


*SEE VOLUMES 21 TO 24, 
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TELL ME, PETROV: ae Y ONLY HIGHLY VALUABLE 
00 YOU KNOW WHAT y THINGS: AMBER, IVORY, FURS ... 
GOODS ARE IN i 4 THAT'S WHY THE CAPTAIN WANTS 
THE HOLO? tes Ni =~ Mee HS TO INSPECT THE CARGO 

A ‘ . % XG REGULARLY. 


WHAT DOES THAT 
SAILOR THINK 
HE SAWP 


MASTER PETROV! 
WE’RE ALMOST 
THERE. |... | THINK 
SAW ONE! ... 


WHAT IS HE AFRAIO 

A PASSENGER MIGHT HOIST A CRATE 
ONTO HIS BACK, SUMP INTO FREEZING 
WATER, MANAGE TO SWIM ASHORE, 
ANO ESCAPE ALONE ACROSS THOSE 
SNOW-COVEREO WASTES? 


11 


THEY'RE CALLED THE PEOPLE ; m8 7 THOSE SAVAGES KEPT OROPPING 
OF THE WHITE STEPPES. REAVERS ha ONTO THE SHIPS FROM ANY BRANCH 
‘| Re » ) OVERHANGING THE RIVER, SO THE WEAL- 
FOREST TO WAIT FOR PASSING J3:\. i} t ‘\ ( THIEST OF THE MERCHANTS PUT TOGETHER Mima 
> TRADE SHIPS. : . \A MERCENARY EXPEDITION TO CLEAR ff 
\ THE BANKS. THEY DIO, BUT IT HAS 
- YET TO PROVE EFFECTIVE ... 


i. ¥, 


LET'S BE ON OUR GUARD. / ] ie } a . BAO IDEA. IF THERE'S 
DON'T FORGET TO KEEP ‘ / ‘Ve \\64 A TRAITOR, THAT'S 
AN EYE ON OUR PAS- | ea J } } WHAT HE— uk 
SENGERS, TOO! ie ‘ ' rt T 
MASTER PETROV! 
AN ATTACK! 
AN ATTACK! 


00 YOU THINK ‘A 
THEY'RE IN DANGER? 
LET'S TAKE THEM DOWN 

INTO THE HOLO, THEN 


12 


THE CAPTAIN’S MAKING 

A MISTAKE. OUR SHIP HAS 
WEIGHT ANO ROWERS ENOUGH 
TO SNAP THAT PINE 
TRUNK IN TWO. 


AS SURE AS | AM ? ? SORRY, CAPTAIN, BUT 
WELL HAVE TO RL TO YOUR OARS! FALL DANGER IS THAT IM 
THEM ALL BEFORE SPEED AHEAD — AND PUT rho IN CHARGE. | SAY WE 


WE CAN KEEP YOUR BACKS INTO IT! aif o BARGE THROUGH AND 


BELAY LAST 
OROER! FULL 
SPEED AHEAD! 


OON'T WORRY, PETROV. I'M GOING 

§ TO GET THEM ALL, THANKS TO 

THESE ‘CUTTING MOONS’ AN OLD } 

BOWMAKER FRIENO TAUGHT 
ME HOW TO MAKE. 


THOSE BASTARDS ARE 


WELL PREPARED. NOW'S 
THE TIME FOR YOU TO PROVE 
YOU'RE A GOOD ARCHER, 


FRIEND. YOU HAVE TO SHOOT |S 
| As Many a3 YoU cAN BEFORE P| S 
a 
; 


A "THEY OROP ON US LIKE | 
SS (ocusts on arieto’ ES 


THEY'RE NOT STOPPING! OOESN’T MATTER! THE 
THEY'RE TRYING TO— IMPACT WILL STOP THEM OR 
aoe. SLOW THEM DOWN ENOUGH © 

FOR OUR MEN TO OROP 72 


FOCUS YOUR FIRE 
ON THOSE TWO! 
HURRY! ge 


"yy. 
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UE IS 
GOING TO HURT! 


15 


i | 


GOATEE! 


A FIRE? WELL, 
THAT'S DIFFERENT, 
THEN ... 


16 


a — zag THEY'RE 
Th ~~ UNARMED! 


BY ALLTHE \ 
HAIR IN LOKI'S ) 


| THINK YOU TWO 
KNOW WHAT YOU 


SHOULD 00, 


THAT'S WHAT | MEANT TO EXPLAIN BACK Ne 
bY 'N THE HOLD. THOSE LADS ARE WORKING FE 
WITH THE WRECKERS. THEY TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF THE CONFUSION CAUSED BY ATTACKS 
TO THROW EVERYTHING THEY CAN 
OVERBOARD — ANDO THEN 


THEMSELVES. 


THE OTHERS ARE 
WAITING FOR THEM 
WITH ROPES ANO 
A BIG FIRE FOR 
WARMING UP... 


| WOULON’T HAVE YOU REALLY ARE 
LET YOU SHOOT A MOST UNUSUAL 
THEM. | DISLIKE VIKING, THORGAL. THE 
UNNECESSARY FIRST PACIFIST ONE 
KILLING. I'VE EVER MET... 


HA! HA! HA! 
HA! HA! 


I CAN STILL SEE THEM JUMPING 

) OVERBOARD AS ONE! | WAS 

(LAUGHING SO HARO | COULON’T 
> EVEN AIM AT THEM! 

HA! HA! HA! 


YOU'RE NOT THE FIRST TO 
SAY THAT TO ME. THAT'S 
OUST HOW IT IS. | USE MY 
BOW TO FEED OR PROTECT 
MY FAMILY. | WAS A SKALO, 
YOU KNOW, BACK WHEN 
[LIVED ALONE... 


WHO KNOWS? PERHAPS THEY'LL 
TAKE YOU ALL THE WAY TO BAG 


ARE AT NOVGHOREV, OUR 
FIRST STOP. BEHOLO! 


ee 
MUST | REMINO YOU THAT 
I’M ONLY HERE TO RESCHE 
MY SON ANIEL? HIS KIO- 
NAPPERS APPEAR TO BE 
FOLLOWING VIKING TRADE 
ROUTES, SO... 


YET, HIRING YOURSELF OUT 

TO DEFEND A SHIF, ITS CARGO, 
ANO ITS PASSENGERS IS NO 
0B FOR A MUSICIAN OR A 
PEACEFUL FISHERMAN. 
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| SEE THE REST OF OUR ; HA! HA! HA! NO CHESTS, 
CARGO IS ALREADY NO BARRELS! THAT'S GREAT! 
WAITING. { HA! HA! HA! 
a 


f WHERE? SEE 
NO CHESTS, NO 
BARRELS ... 


THEY ARE 
THE CARGO! 


YOU MEAN NX 
WE'RE GOING 
TO TRANSPORT 
SLAVES? 


iL. 


a ¥: ae q j be 


THAT'S RIGHT! HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN 
THAT'S ONE OF THE VIKING PEOPLE'S SPE- 
CIALITIES? ONE MOST OTHER LANDS 


IN EXCHANGE WE 


BRING BACK SPICES, 
SILK, ANO WINE, WHICH— 


i) 


J THE NORTH! THAT MAN 


IS IMPOSSIBLE! 


Afi), SORRY, PETROV. THE 
mime CAPTAIN WILL HAVE TO 
CHOOSE: IF THOSE SLAVES 
COME ON BOARD, I’M 
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LISTEN TO ME, YOU PIG-HEADED FOOL, AND SECOND, IF YOU GET OFF, YOU'LL BE LOSING 
THEN YOU CAN OO WHAT YOU WANT. FIRST, YOUR SPOT ON THE BLADE SHIP, ALONG WITH ONE ( & 
ALL YOUR WONDERFUL PRINCIPLES AREN'T OF YOUR LAST CHANCES TO NOT FALL TOO FAR ) 
GOING TO STOP THE SLAVE TRADE. BEHIND THOSE WHO TOOK YOUR SON. 
SO, THINK THIS THROUGH! oom 


HEY, YOU TWO! 

| OON’T PAY YOU TO 
FIGHT LIKE ROWOY 
BOYS! KEEP YOUR 
EYES ON THE 
INCOMING 

60008! 


a) dt 
OID YOU SEE THAT, YOU'RE WRONG THERE. 
THORGAL? THOSE EYES! MY WIFE HAS EYES THAT 

2 ONLY THE ORIENT CAN CAN CLEAVE YOU IN 
OFFER SUCH INTENSITY! TWO AS SURELY AS 
igre THE KEENEST OF 

BLADES. 


THORGAL? 
IS ... IS THAT YOU, 
THORGAL? 
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LEHLAP! HOW ... ? YOUR WHAT OID YOU 
BROTHER ... IS OAREK SUST SAY? 
HERE AS WELL? 
THORGAL! 
AT LAST, THE GODS 


HAVE HEARO Me! YOU! LEAVE! 


OON’T TOUCH THE 
IT'S ME, LEHLA!* 60008! 


NO TOUCHING THE } 
6000S! LEAVE, 
OR ELSE 


BACK! GET BACK! 


[¥/ E/im I 


CAPTAIN! | THOUGHT THESE MEN 
WERE HERE TO PROTECT MY MER- 
CHANDISE — NOT DESTROY IT... 


IF THAT MAN CALLS MY ; 
FRIENO ‘MERCHANDISE’ AGAIN, | BY ALL THE GODS, & 
I'LL THROW HIM OVERBOARD! we CALM OOWN! 


THE LAWS OF THE ALTHING ARE ON MY Side, Vaan _. ‘ ‘ COME ANO SEE ME WHEN 
STRANGER. SHE'S AN EXILE ANDI CAPTURED iim ie, 3) YOU HAVE THEM. OTHERWISE 
HER. | HAVE THE RIGHT TO SELL HER TO WHOM- (: ‘ee ; :  ... NO MERCY FOR THE 
EVER | PLEASE ... INCLUDING YOU, IF SHE MEANS ‘ > : POOR! HUH! HUH! 

$0 MUCH TO YOU. AND IF YOU CAN AFFORD (pie aw Ss 4 , . Oy /aF 

IT, OF COURSE — FIVE GOLD CROWNS. fal ; $ i= 


SN hs! i 
*SEE VOLUMES 12 TO 17. 
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YOU'RE LUCKY YOU DIDGOOD FY 
AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF THE WHITE 


STEPPES, OR | WOULD FIRE YOU! AH, NOW, | 


; i | 
GET OVER THERE AND HELP THAT . . os , THIS CAN | 
MERCHANT BRING HIS SLED ee : 4 7 00. WATCH. | 
ON BOARD. 47 me | ; 


WHO ARE 
THEY? MORE | 
Slaves? Je 


Yaanaatt 


4OU 06 Does 


NO. SUDGING BY THE MARK ON THEIR FOREHEADS, 
THOSE ARE ESCAPED KAKHAG CRIMINALS. SULTAN 
IBNAICHA OF KAKHAZAN VALUES HIS REPUTATION. 
ALL ESCAPED CRIMINALS ARE RELENTLESSLY 
HUNTED DOWN BY HIS SPECIAL GUARDS. 


FROM WHAT I HEARO, THEY'O Van 
HAVE BEEN BETTER OFF OUING a ar 
THAN) GETTING RECAPTUREO 

.. ANYWAY, COME! WE'RE 
ABOUT TO SET SAIL. 
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| PROMISE! WHY ARE YOU 
HERE, THOUGH? HOW ARE 
AARICIA ANO WOLFCUB? 
ANDO... SOLAN? 


THEY’RE WELL, 
AS FAR AS | KNOW. 


| HAO TO LEAVE THEM 2 


TO GO LOOKING FOR 
MY YOUNGER SON 
ANIEL. 


GETTING WORSE. | ... COUGH! I'LL 

NEVER BE ABLE TO DELIVER MY 

GOODS TOMORROW. IT’S ... 

COUGH! COUGH! ... A OISASTER 

FOR THE PEOPLE OF 6 
BROBSIEV ... 


THORGAL! | KNEW YOU'D 
COME! DON’T LEAVE ME 
HERE! | HAVE TO— 


SHHH. THERE'S NOTHING 

I CAN 00 FOR NOW, BUT’ 

I'LL FINO A WAY TO BLY ee 

YOUR FREEDOM. TRUST f° 
ME, ALLRIGHTP 


YOU DON'T LOOK 
$0 GOOD, OLD 
MAN. HOW ABOUT 
SOME GROG? 


HE WAS KIONAPPEO 
BY MEN WHO CALL 
THEMSELVES REO MAGES. 


ed 


PETROV! | HAVE TO FINO SOME he | ei WHAT? WHAT OID 
WAY TO BUY LEHLA’S FREEDOM! FS | SA¥? 
HOW AM | GOING TO EARN FIVE 

\ GOLD CROWNS ON THIS SHIF, THOUGH? 


THOUGH! 


Ze A 
s 
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Are you sure ‘aq at | 
THEY KNOW WHAT HAI HAL HAT 
Ve SEEN THIS 
MANOEMVRE 
PERFORMED A 
DOZEN TIMES! 
OONW'T WORRY .. 


AS LONG AS WHICH BRINGS US TO YR? 
THE ICE ISN'T YOUR LITTLE SIDE ¢ p 
TOO THICK ... TRIP TO BROSIEV ... 


ANO THE SHIP 
DOESN'T STOP! 


THE VILLAGE IS BUILT es 
Me] =AROUND A SMALL SILVER MINE 
P]  6Y THE SEA. THE COAST IS TOO 
© \ DANGEROUS FOR SHIPS TO APPROACH, 
SO THE PEOPLE ARE RESUPPLIED 
a OVERLAND WHEN A BLADE 
SHIP PASSES BY. 


‘oa zi it 


\ NOW, AS SUCH SHIPS CANNOT %] ONCE THEIR SUPPLIES HAVE BEEN DELIVERED IN pe) EASY! ALL YOU'LL HAVE 
"=,) STOP FOR FEAR OF GETTING STUCK EXCHANGE FOR SOME SILVER, THEY TAKE THEIR FF TO 00 IS SUMP ONTO THE 
IN THE ICE, THE MERCHANTS SUMP )| SLED NORTH ANO WAIT FOR THE BLADE SHIPTO fg RAMP WE'LL LOWER TO 


ARRIVE AT THIS BEND IN THE RIVER. THAT GIVES YOU \ THE BANK — SAME AS 
THREE WHOLE DAYS, ANO THAT'S ABOUT ONE MORE ? WHEN YOU LEAVE! 
THAN YOU'LL NEED TO FULFIL THE MISSION. » 


zm 


OUT AT THIS POINT THERE ANO 
las: Beeler BY 
LEO. 
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HAI HA! HA! HA! HA! THAT 

WAS AN IMPRESSIVE FIRST Sp 
DISPLAY, TRADER THORGAL! 
SEE YOU IN THREE OAYS! 
HAIHATHAL 


wa 


LET'S GO, BOYS. 
FROM HERE ON, 
IT'S SUST YOU 
ANO ME. 
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WELL? WHAT GOT 
INTO YOU, DOGS? 
COME ON, LET'S GO! 


SORRY, BOY ... 
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THEY'LL BE ON US 
IN_A MOMENT... AND 
| DON'T STAND A 
CHANCE AGAINST 
SUCH MASSIVE 
BEASTS. 
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S BY ODIN! IF THEY 

COME OOWN THIS 
WAY, THERE’S 

NOWHERE TO HIDE 


ON THIS PLAIN ... / 


THEY'RE GIVING 
UP... BY WHAT 


5 OH, NEVER MIND WHERE THIS 
GOOD FORTUNE CAME FROM 
w» UNFORTUNATELY, IT OION’T 

‘\. SMILE ON EVERYONE... 


— 


WHAT NOW?! HANG 
IN THERE, OOGS! 
WE'RE BEHIND 
SCHEOULE, 
ANO— 


AS FOR YOU, THERE'S NO WAY | 
‘ YOU CAN RUN WITH A BROKEN 

THIS ONE IS JW] PAW — AND THERE'S NO WAY 

OONE FOR. 2 Me | I'M LEAVING YOU BEHINO, 

ae EITHER, AFTER WHAT YOU 

DID FOR ME. Gy 


= 
*@ 


BY ALL 
THE GODS OF 
ASGARD! THIS |S 
WHY THE TIGERS ... 
INEEO SHELTER! 
NOW! 
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YOU'RE WELCOME, 


FRIENOS! WE'RE WARMTH ... 


Rm .. ANO YOUR 


REALLY. WITHOUT 
YOUR FUR... 


OROWSS ... | MUST 

RESIST. CAN'T BE 

LATE ... FOR THE 
SHIP ... 


CAPTAIN! AREN'T WE J 5 YEAH. ASSUMING 


PROGRESSING MUCH 1 4 ~ Q ALL GOES WELL 
FASTER THAN USUAL?, i. FOR HIM ... 


WE ARE! OUR ROWERS 

ARE MAKING GOOD USE OF 
THIS OVERLANO STORM PUSH- 
ING US FROM BEHIND. GOOD 
NEWS FOR YOUR PARTNER — 
IF WE KEEP GOING AT THIS 
SPEED, HE WON'T HAVE TO 
WAIT FOR US IN THE COLD 
FOR A WHOLE DAY. 
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ARRRRRRH! 


NAPTIME’S OVER, 
YOU LAGYBONES!, 
I’M RUNNING 


BROSIEV, AT LAST! 
ONE LAST EFFORT, BOYS. 
THANKS TO THIS GORGEOUS 
DAY, WE CAN MAKE UP 
FOR LOST TIME. 


HELLO! MY NAME IS 
THORGAL. I’M HERE ON 
(BEHALF OF ISSAK THE 
\\ MERCHANT, TO DELIVER 
\ HIS GOODS FROM THE 
BLADE SHIP. 
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THIS ONE'S GOT A THICK 
SKULL. LET'S TAKE HIM! 


TAKE A LOOK! 


a 
rT) 
~ 
va 
<q 
© 

= 
= 
1o) 
i) 
« 
= 
a 


AS) 
= 
eS 
= 
rd 
va 
w 
= 
wb 


Al 
x 
x= 
— 
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LISTEN CAREFULLY, YOU. THE SEA 
IS FLAT AS A MILLPOND. A CHANCE 
FOR YOU TO BE FASTER THAN YOUR 
PREDECESSORS. AND REMEMBER: 
WE WON'T BRING YOU BACK UP 
UNTIL YOU HAVE THE CHEST. 


ASK THE BEAST 
FOR MERCY, 
NOT ME. 


WAIT ... | THINK THAT 

« YES! HE DIVED 
STRAIGHT AWAY TO 
AVOID WASTING TIME. 


He'S NOT AS STUPID AS 
THE OTHERS. MAYBE HE 
HAS A CHANCE... 
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THAT ES IT'S BOUND TO GET 
MONSTER’S TIREO OF THIS ONCE 
IT'S FULL. BRING 
ANOTHER! 


HEY, LARS, 
LOOK! A 
VISITOR ... 


YOU! SHOW US 
HOW GOOD A DIVER 
YOU ARE! 


T vo! mercul\ - 
i CAN'T 
Swim! 


APPARENTLY HE’S A MERCHANT WHO HIS DOGS WERE WHAT'S THORGAL. WHY 00 YOU 
CAME FROM THE RIVER ON A SLED. TOUGH ALMOST RABID. HURT THESE VILLAGERS? 
ONE! WE WHACKED HIM GOOD WITH OUR | HAO TO KNOCK AN. WHAT 00 YOU WANT 
CLUBS, YET IT ONLY TOOK HIM A FEW 
MOMENTS TO COME TO. 


WELL, LET'S SEE IF 
ALL THAT MUSCLE CAN 
PROVE USEFUL ... 
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MY LONGSHIP SANK TO THE 
BOTTOM OF THIS COVE. WE WERE 
CARRYING A CHEST CONTAINING 
OUR GOOD KING GUSTAVSON’S 
ROYAL SCEPTRE. WE HAVE 

TO GET IT BACK. DO YOU 
UNDERSTAND? 


ARE NONE 
OF YOUR MEN 
GOOD ENOUGH 

SWIMMERS? 
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HA! HA! HA! YOU'RE A 
FUNNY ONE, MERCHANT! OF 
COURSE MY MEN ARE ALL 
EXCELLENT SWIMMERS! NO, 
THE PROBLEM IS THAT ... 


> 


ACALFIITSA EZ WHICH MEANS IT WILL 
FEMALE PRO- ATTACK ANYONE WHO 
TECTING HER 

CALF ... 


DIO YOU SEEP THERE'S NO END 

TO ITS HUNGER. IT’S NOT A GOOD 
SWIMMER | NEED — IT'S HELP FROM 
AEGIR HIMSELF! ... OR MORE FOOD 
$0 | CAN SATIATE THAT MONSTER! 


COMES NEAR... 


| SEE ONLY 
ONE SOLUTION, 
THEN. 


THAT WOULON'T HELP 
YOU. LOOK BEHIND 
THAT BLOCK OF ICE, 
IN THE SMALL CAVE. 
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YOU! BRING FOUR VILLAGERS. WAIT! | THINK 
THE MONSTER CAN'T ATTACK 54 | KNOW A WAY... 
ae FOUR AT ONCE, i hag 


IF THE LIVES OF THOSE YOKELS 
F MATTER SO MUCH TO YOU, THEN 
YOUR WAY HAD BETTER BE EFFECTIVE 


ZI AND QUICK. I'M NOT WAITING UNTIL 
i THE LITTLE MONSTER IS WEANED 
TO RECOVER MY PROPERTY. 


» 
‘ 


— 


CAPTAIN! 


YOU KNOW VERY WELL Va COULO BE NOT : | WOULD. SO WOULD 
WE HAVE TO THAT AT THIS SPEED, EVERYONE WOULD * §) SISSAK THE MERCHANT. 
REDUCE SAIL! WE'LL PASS THE MINO THAT ... PERHAPS YOU NEED 


RENOEGVOUS POINT \ A REMINOER THAT 
BEFORE THORGAL \ TRADE |S WHAT KEEPS 
CAN REACH IT, vd Ws YOUR SHIP AFLOAT 


y~" OUT OF THE QUESTION! 

. THE ICE IS GROWING THICKER. 
THANKS TO THIS STRONG WIND 
BLOWING FROM THE RIGHT 
QUARTER, THOUGH, WE CAN 
SPARE OUR ROWERS. 
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OON'T FORGET: YOU ANO YOUR 
MEN NEED TO DIVERT THE 
MOTHER'S ATTENTION OURING 
THE MOST DANGEROUS PART 
OF THE PLAN. 


OON'T 
({ WORRY. WE'LL 
~\ OISTRACT IT... 


| ea 
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ARE YOU SURE 
ITLL WORK? 


NO. LET'S SUST 

SAY I'M GIVING 

MYSELF THE Jf 

BEST POSSIBLE [| 
0008 .. 


STOP! HE'S RIGHT ABOVE THE 
SURFACE. NOW WE OROP HIM 
ALL AT ONCE, LIKE HE 
ASKED. READYP, 
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UNDERSTOOD, 
YOU LOT? GET 
REAOY, NOW! 


BY THE GODS, WHAT 
ARE THEY WAITING 
FOR??.... 


REMEMBER: EACH OF 
YOUR FIRST ARROWS 
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YOU ARE MINE ... 
ANO THAT SHOULD 
ORAW YOUR 
MOTHER. 


4 


WELL ... HE GOT 
HIS DIVERSION 


FASTER, 
YOU LOT! 


THAT'S .. 
POSSIBLE 


WHAT ARE YOU 

WAITING FOR? 

HAUL HIM BACK 
UPL 


42 


SW He's cone rr, vars! 


DON'T SEE THE CHEST Je 
TIED 10 THE MAST 
‘ANY MORE! 


WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR? HE ANO I'M UP HERE! THOSE 
MUST HAVE FOUND A CAVE, A TUNNEL WHO OBEY ME WILL AT LEAST 
w» A CRACK OR SOMETHING! HE’S HAVE A CHANCE OF 
SOMEWHERE DOWN THERE! SURVIVING ... 


LARS! WE FOUND 

IT! THERE'S A KINO 
OF UNDERGROUND 
RIVER Ne ENOUGH 
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WHAT?! HE ... HE’S ... HE’S ; 


STEALING OUR CHEST! 


SWIFTLY, NOW! IF | 
HEAD THAT WAY, | STILL 
HAVE A CHANCE TO 
CUT HIM OFF! 


i 


VAAAAATTERN! 
HURRY! 


WHAT ARE YOU 
WAITING FORP 


PULL THE— 
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THAT'S HIM! THAT'S 
THORGAL! LOWER 
THE RAMP! 


FASTER’ ... 
YAAAAH! 


THAT CHEST IS MINE, 
CUR! ANO SINCE YOU'RE 
OBVIOUSLY IN NO STATE 
TO FIGHT, YOU'RE GOING 
TO OIE LIKE THE THIEF 
YOU ARE! 
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THORGAL, HELP... | BEG 

YOU ... AAAAAHH! THE 

CHEST IS YOURS, BUT 
«. HELP ME ... 


¥ 


~ 


HURRY UP! 
Sy 


i as 25 
~ 


E> 
GET YOUR 006S 
RUNNING! RIGHT NOW! 
WE CANT STOP! 


THORGAL! 
HURRY! 
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FURS! BLANKETS! GROG! 
QUICKLY! AND BOIL 
SOME WATER! 


i =, 


THAT KING GUSTAVSON WILL PROBABLY NO. I'M GIVING THEM 
BUY THIS SCEPTRE BACK FOR TWICE THE THE SCEPTRE, WITH WHICH 
PRICE OF YOUR ENTIRE LOT THEY CAN BUY THEIR OWN 
OF SLAVES. FREEDOM. THUS, ACCORD- 
~ F ING TO THE LAWS OF THE 
ALTHING OF THE NORTH, 
THEY ARE FREE MEN AND 
WOMEN AGAIN. 


YOU'RE A 
TERRIBLE 
TRADER, 
THORGAL, BUT 
SINCE I’M NOT 
| ACCEPT! 


ARE 4OU as 
SAYING YOU'RE 
BUYING THEM 
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IS IT TRUEP 
I'M FREE AGAIN? 
FOR GOOOP. 


YOU'RE 
ALL FREE, 
_ LEHLA. 


2 SS 


THANK YOU, THORGAL. | WOULD | AM GRATEFUL, BUT | NEED NOT EVEN SOME 
LIKE TO OO SOMETHING FOR NOTHING MORE THAN FOR INFORMATION ON 


YOU IN RETURN FOR THIS THOSE | CARE ABOUT 2 THE REO MAGES? 
GENEROUS ACT. TO BE HAPPY. a : ‘ o 


THEY'VE CONDEMNED YOUR 
SON TO DEATH, YOU KNOW. 
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we 
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